
8(1+/!,'+!,.!'#/9:!;%+4!6#**!*((9!.(!,53*./!)('!
#1)('7,.#(1!,15!$3#5,1-+!(1!%(6!.(!'+,-.:!<,'+1./!,15!/-%((*!&+'/(11+*!-,1!%+*&!-%#*5'+1!)++*!
/,)+!=4!+/.,=*#/%#1$!,!/+1/+!()!1('7,*-4!,15!/+-3'#.4!,15!.,*9#1$!6#.%!.%+7!,=(3.!.%+#'!)+,'/:!!
!
>: Reassure children that they are safe. ?7&%,/#@+!.%,.!/-%((*/!,'+!0+'4!/,)+:!A,*#5,.+!
.%+#'!)++*#1$/:!?B&*,#1!.%,.!,**!)++*#1$/!,'+!(9,4!6%+1!,!.',$+54!(--3'/:!C+.!-%#*5'+1!.,*9!
,=(3.!.%+#'!)++*#1$/2!%+*&!&3.!.%+7!#1.(!&+'/&+-.#0+2!,15!,//#/.!.%+7!#1!+B&'+//#1$!.%+/+!
)++*#1$/!,&&'(&'#,.+*4:!

 
D: Make time to talk:!C+.!.%+#'!E3+/.#(1/!=+!4(3'!$3#5+!,/!.(!%(6!73-%!#1)('7,.#(1!.(!
&'(0#5+:!!F+!&,.#+1.G!-%#*5'+1!,15!4(3.%!5(!1(.!,*6,4/!.,*9!,=(3.!.%+#'!)++*#1$/!'+,5#*4:!!
H,.-%!)('!-*3+/!.%,.!.%+4!7,4!6,1.!.(!.,*92!/3-%!,/!%(0+'#1$!,'(315!6%#*+!4(3!5(!.%+!
5#/%+/!('!4,'5!6('9:!I(7+!-%#*5'+1!&'+)+'!6'#.#1$2!&*,4#1$!73/#-2!('!5(#1$!,1!,'.!&'(J+-.!,/!
,1!(3.*+.:!!K(31$!-%#*5'+1!7,4!1++5!-(1-'+.+!,-.#0#.#+/!L/3-%!,/!5',6#1$2!*((9#1$!,.!&#-.3'+!
=((9/2!('!#7,$#1,.#0+!&*,4M!.(!%+*&!.%+7!#5+1.#)4!,15!+B&'+//!.%+#'!)++*#1$/:!!

!
N: Keep your explanations developmentally appropriate:!!

• Early elementary school -%#*5'+1!1++5!='#+)2!/#7&*+!#1)('7,.#(1!.%,.!/%(3*5!=+!
=,*,1-+5!6#.%!'+,//3',1-+/!.%,.!.%+#'!/-%((*!,15!%(7+/!,'+!/,)+!,15!.%,.!,53*./!,'+!
.%+'+!.(!&'(.+-.!.%+7:!O#0+!/#7&*+!+B,7&*+/!()!/-%((*!/,)+.4!*#9+!'+7#15#1$!-%#*5'+1!
,=(3.!+B.+'#('!5(('/!=+#1$!*(-9+52!-%#*5!7(1#.('#1$!+))('./!(1!.%+!&*,4$'(3152!,15!
+7+'$+1-4!5'#**/!&',-.#-+5!53'#1$!.%+!/-%((*!5,4:!!

• Upper elementary and early middle school!-%#*5'+1!6#**!=+!7('+!0(-,*!#1!,/9#1$!
E3+/.#(1/!,=(3.!6%+.%+'!.%+4!.'3*4!,'+!/,)+!,15!6%,.!#/!=+#1$!5(1+!,.!.%+#'!/-%((*:!!
;%+4!7,4!1++5!,//#/.,1-+!/+&,',.#1$!'+,*#.4!)'(7!),1.,/4:!P#/-3//!+))('./!()!/-%((*!,15!
-(7731#.4!*+,5+'/!.(!&'(0#5+!/,)+!/-%((*/:!!

• Upper middle school and high school!/.35+1./!6#**!%,0+!/.'(1$!,15!0,'4#1$!(&#1#(1/!
,=(3.!.%+!-,3/+/!()!0#(*+1-+!#1!/-%((*/!,15!/(-#+.4:!;%+4!6#**!/%,'+!-(1-'+.+!
/3$$+/.#(1/!,=(3.!%(6!.(!7,9+!/-%((*!/,)+'!,15!%(6!.(!&'+0+1.!.',$+5#+/!#1!/(-#+.4:!
?7&%,/#@+!.%+!'(*+!.%,.!/.35+1./!%,0+!#1!7,#1.,#1#1$!/,)+!/-%((*/!=4!)(**(6#1$!/-%((*!
/,)+.4!$3#5+*#1+/!L+:$:!1(.!&'(0#5#1$!=3#*5#1$!,--+//!.(!/.',1$+'/2!'+&('.#1$!/.',1$+'/!(1!
-,7&3/2!'+&('.#1$!.%'+,./!.(!.%+!/-%((*!/,)+.4!7,5+!=4!/.35+1./!('!-(7731#.4!
7+7=+'/2!+.-:M2!-(7731#-,.#1$!,14!&+'/(1,*!/,)+.4!-(1-+'1/!.(!/-%((*!,57#1#/.',.('/2!
,15!,--+//#1$!/3&&('.!)('!+7(.#(1,*!1++5/:!!!

!
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