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A Family Guide for Special Education and Pupil Services 
 
 INTRODUCTION 
 
This guidebook is designed to serve as a valuable and comprehensive resource for families, 
providing essential information about the Central Bucks School District’s special education and 
Pupil Services. The District offers a wide range of educational supports tailored to students with 
learning differences, including Learning Support, Emotional Support, Autistic Support, Multiple 
Disability Support, and Life Skills Support. Additionally, eligible students may receive related 
services such as speech/language 
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and state laws, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEIA), Section 504 of 
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Important Information, Processes, and Topics 

 
 
IDEA AND CHAPTER 14 
 
Chapter 14 of Pennsylvania’s education regulations aligns with the federal Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), guaranteeing two essential rights for eligible students with 
disabilities: 

• The Right to a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE): Ensures that educational 
services are tailored to meet the unique needs of each student at no cost to families. 

• The Right to Education in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): Mandates that 
students with disabilities are educated alongside their non-disabled peers to the 
greatest extent possible. 
 

Initially enacted in 1997, IDEA was reauthorized as the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act (IDEIA) in 2004. These amendments introduced substantial changes, refining 
how public schools: 

• Refer students for special education evaluations, 
• Identify and classify disabilities, 
• Provide specialized services and supports, and
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If a child is found eligible for special education services, an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) is developed collaboratively by the IEP team, including the parent/guardian. A Notice of 
Recommended Educational Placement (NOREP) is then issued to ensure the child receives a 
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). 
 
 
EVALUATIONS 
 
Special Education supports and services are available to eligible students attending Central 
Bucks School District. Eligibility for special education supports and services is determined by a 
multidisciplinary team that includes the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student, if 
appropriate, following receipt of signed permission to evaluate from the student’s parent(s)/ 
guardian(s).  

When a student is determined eligible for Special Education services, the IEP team will assess 
the need for specially designed instruction and develop an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) tailored to the student’s unique needs. The student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) will then 
receive a Notice of Recommended Educational Placement (NOREP), outlining the proposed 
supports and services in the least restrictive environment. Special Education services will begin 
only after the District receives written consent from the parent(s)/guardian(s) through an 
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Special Education and Related Services 
• Specifies the specialized instruction and services (e.g., speech therapy, occupational 

therapy) the student will receive to support goal attainment. 
o Key Documents: Evaluation Report (ER), Progress Monitoring Data. 
o Parent/Guardian Role: Discuss the types and extent of services. 
o Timeline: Services should commence once the NOREP is signed or 10 days with 

implied consent. For initial services, signed consent is required. 
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o Timeline: LRE placement is determined during the IEP meeting and reviewed 
annually. 

 
Progress Monitoring and Reporting 

• Tracks the student's progress toward achieving IEP goals, ensuring the services provided 
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This commitment begins with the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team’s careful 
evaluation of each student’s strengths, needs, and the necessary supports for success in the 
general education setting. Supports may include assigning a special education teacher or 
specially trained instructional assistant to work with a student or group of students within 
general education classes. Additionally, related service providers may support students directly 
and collaborate with staff to enhance instructional strategies. 
 
At the secondary level, the District employs a co-teaching model, where general and special 
education teachers collaborate to plan and deliver instruction within general education 
classrooms. This approach allows for differentiated instruction tailored to meet the diverse 
educational needs of all students. Co-taught classes promote increased learning opportunities 
and success for all students while maintaining the least restrictive environment. 
 
 
TYPES OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SUPPORT 
 
CBSD provides various special education supports, such as learning support, emotional support, 
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Multiple Disabilities Support (MDS): Addresses the needs of students with significant 
impairments in multiple areas. Services include individualized instruction, assistive technology, 
and related therapies. 
 
Physical Support: For students with physical disabilities requiring accommodations or 
modifications for accessibility, including adaptive equipment and physical therapy. 
 
Sensory Support: Includes Hearing Support for students with hearing impairments and Vision 
Support for those with visual impairments. These services help students access the curriculum 
through specialized instruction and technology. 
 
Speech and Language Support: Provides intervention for students with communication 
challenges, focusing on articulation, language development, and pragmatic skills. 
These specialized supports and services reflect the District’s commitment to meeting the 
diverse needs of all students while promoting success in the least restrictive environment. 
 
 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY  
 
Assistive technology (AT) is any item, piece of equipment, software program, or product system 
used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional capabilities of persons with disabilities. 
The use of AT is based on a student’s specific needs.  
 
Students’ AT needs are discussed and determined as part of the IEP team process. 
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https://go.boarddocs.com/pa/cbuc/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BTXRNL6EA11A
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Families-to-the-MAX-Tip-Sheet-Behavior
https://www.pattan.net/Videos/Extended-School-Year-ESY
https://www.cbsd.org/Page/3256
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/IDEAB.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/IDEABFAQ.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Special%20Education/IDEIA-IDEA/Age%20of%20Eligibility%20Policy%20Notification%20Letter.pdf
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The PWN is provided whenever the District proposes or refuses to initiate, change, or 
discontinue the identification, evaluation, or educational placement of a student, or the 
provision of a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). It includes detailed explanations of the 
proposed or refused actions, the reasons behind these decisions, and the data supporting 
them, promoting transparency and understanding for parents/guardians.   
 
The NOREP is issued after the IEP team develops a plan for the student, detailing the proposed 
educational placement and services. Parents/guardians must provide written consent for initial 
placements or significant changes to the student’s program before implementation.   
 
After the initial consent, if the parent/guardian does not sign or return the NOREP within 10 
calendar days, the proposed IEP is automatically implemented. This ensures timely support for 
the student while providing families with an opportunity to raise concerns or request changes 
during the review period.   
 
Both the PWN and NOREP serve to protect the rights of students and families, fostering 
collaboration and clarity throughout the special education process. Parents/guardians are 
encouraged to carefully review these documents and reach out to the District with any 
questions or concerns. 
 
 
 PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS NOTICE 
 
The Procedural Safeguards Notice describes the rights of a parent of a child with a disability and 
the procedures that safeguard those rights under state and federal special education law, 
including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, commonly referred to as “IDEA 2004”. 
These laws and regulations require schools to provide a free appropriate public education 
(FAPE) to all students with disabilities who are in need of special education.  
 
A Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) ensures that special education and related services 

https://cbsd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/alwright_cbsd_org/Documents/Documents/IEP/PSN.pdf
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PLAN  
 
Every three years, the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) requires districts to 
complete a special education plan. PDE mandates the format of the plan, and districts are not 
able to make the document more “family-friendly.”  
 

https://www.cbsd.org/cms/lib/PA01916442/Centricity/domain/4/anncmt%20attachmts/Central%20Bucks%20SD%20Special%20Education%20Plan%2022-25.pdf
https://www.cbsd.org/Page/16026
https://www.cbsd.org/domain/610
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Gifted%20Education/Pages/default.aspx


https://www.cbsd.org/cms/lib/PA01916442/Centricity/Domain/422/Notification_FERPA_08.2013.pdf
https://www.specialolympics.org/what-we-do/sports/unified-sports


https://www.cbsd.org/Page/45705
https://www.nasponline.org/professional-development/prepare-training-curriculum
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 HEALTH AND WELLNESS INFORMATION 
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These responsibilities further support the well-being and success of students and families 
within the District. 
 
 
 HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION  
 
The Central Bucks School District offers homebound instruction for students who are unable to 

https://www.cbsd.org/Page/65059
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• ESY: Extended School Year – Additional educational services provided beyond the 

https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Education-ABCs
https://www.pattan.net/Publications/Understanding-the-Language-of-Special-Educatio-1

