Central Bucks School District
School Board Brief
January 16, 2025

At the January 16, 2025 School Board Meeting,



Policy Committee.
Finance and Operations Committee.
Middle Bucks Institute of Technology.

Approved Business Department Items:

Financial Reports.
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Mastery Connect pilot at CB East.
EmpathED platform license, with cost covered by the CB Ed Foundation.

Approved Policy Items:

First Read: School Board Policies 103 and 104.

Second Read: School Board Policies 006, 201, 217, 217.1, and 217.2.
Second Read Repeal: School Board Policy 217.3



5. Leigh Vlasblom spoke about a CB employee who emailed supervisors and read a timeline of allegations of
student abuse. Ms. Vlasblom read aloud a text from Dr. Yanni to Mr. Pepper and read aloud a letter from
Mr. Freiling to Mr. Pepper about the district's investigation into a whistle-blower's complaint. Next, Ms.
Vlasblom read aloud some of the details of the allegations but was asked to stop speaking when her
speaking time of three minutes expired.

Recessed the meeting for approximately six minutes.

Resumed hearing public comment:
6. Howard Schargel read aloud a January 5th email from Dr. Yanni to the school board regarding alleged
student abuse at Jamison Elementary School.

7. Jana Rotunno spoke about a ChildLine report from Dr. Yanni, abuse allegations in a whistle-blower's
complaint that were not shared with parents, an investigation by Superintendent Yanni, Assistant
Superintendent Garvin, Human Resources Director Freiling, and H/R Manager Trawinski. Ms. Rotunno said
that the Courier Times will be publishing an article about these allegations tonight.

8. Lisa Sciscio read aloud an email that Jim Pepper sent to Drs. Yanni and Garvin, Mr. Freiling, and school
board members, minus Mrs. Smith, regarding allegations of the abuse of a non-verbal child.

9. Shannon Harris was listed on the sign-up sheet twice, but only spoke once (see speaker #1, above).

10. Edward Mackouse spoke about Mr. Pepper's service on the school board. Mr. Mackouse said that we
need to concentrate on making things better and working together. Mr. Mackouse spoke about boys
named National Merit semi-finalists and discrimination against girls.

11. Alyson Zimmer (not listed on sign-up sheet) spoke about a Delaware Valley Journal article, Karen Smith
excluding board members Sciscio, Cannon, and Pepper, and read aloud some Signal messages from Mrs.
Reynolds, Mrs. Gibson, and Mr. Haring. Mrs. Zimmer



something radically wrong with people who would cover it up. Mrs. Pepper's statement said that she will
not rest until everyone is held accountable and justice is served.



